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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/379,722 
Examiner 
Chante Harrison 



Period for R^pV""" -A- A cov„s,e» ^ i„ JLp^^^ 

Status adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b) ^ communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

1)n Responsive io communication(s) filed on 24 August ihqq 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|gl This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance exceot for fnnr^ai 
Closed in accordance with the practice undTrExpar^LI^J^S^^ - 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Ciaim(s) 1:93 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 30,31,61,62 9? .nrl 9, is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) U Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 1-3.32-34 anrififi.ft'i is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) 4-29.35-60 anH ttfLOi js/gre objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) 0 The drawing{s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner 

11) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: aO approved bO disapproved 

1 2) U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) K Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § ll9(a)-(d) or m 

a)a Ail b)n Some * c)|gl None of: ^ ^' 
1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 
2.D certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

see the attached detailed Office action for a list of thi certified c^J^^^^^^^^^^^^ received 

14) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 



Attachnient(s) 

15) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) ^ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PT0.948) 

17) 1^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 4 . 



U.S. Patent and Trademarit Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 01-01) 



1 8) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

19) U Notice of Informal Patent Application (PT0.152) 

20) □ other: ' 
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Part of Paper No. 7 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's eleCion with .™ of dain,s 1-93 in Paper No. 6 is acknowledged 
The traversal is on ,t,e ground(s) that an n-dimensionai space curve is the same as a 
space curve and claims of Group II, are a method of orienting a character stroke once 
removing the elements common to claim 1 . This is not found persuasive because 
Group I does not require a space curve of n-dimensions like that of Group I, nor does it 
include the method of orienting a stroke. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Claims 30-31. 61^2 and 92-93 are withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b,, as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restricUon (election) 
requirement in Paper No. 6. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

!r iSVS7oT:?rs';S%«*^^^^^^ "l^cl-ed o, <^ed as se. 

«.e pto art are such »,at the iubjec. S?^a ^ifj' "''k^'''' "• ^ '•''^ 

mveimon was made to a parson havlna ordlnanTskm in th^>* ^ =' «"« 

Pa.e„«„«y shal, no, be nega«ved by'JSefJ.Toh 

Claims 1-3. 32-34 and 63^5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rice et al., U.S. Patent 6,268,871, 7/2001, 345/442. 



col. 



one 



As per independent claim 1 , Rice discloses selecting a direction (FIG. 4 •30' 
4, II. 33), generating a first vector (FIG. 4 ■30a'), generating a second vector (col. 4, II. 21 
et seq ), the cun,e direction along a first endpoint to a second endpoint (FIG. 4; col. 3, II. 
33 et seq ), and is closest to the selected direction (col. 4, II. 30 et seq.) and orienHng' 
the curve direction in accordance with the determined direction (col. 4, II. 29 et seq.). 
Rice fails to disclose comparing the vectors, however it would have been obvious to 
of skill in the art to compare the first and second vectors because Rice teaches 
implementing geometric continuity conditions to ensure the location of the generated 
second vector with that of underlying geometry (col. 4, II. 21 et seq.). 

As per dependent claims 2, 33 and 64, Rice discloses detennining endpoints 
(col. 3, II. 25 et seq.) and generating a second vector connecting the endpoints (col. 4, ||. 
21 et seq.). 
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AS per dependent daims 3, 34 and 65, Rice discloses determining endpoims 
(col. 3, ,1. 25 e, seq., and generating two-second vectors connecting the endpoints (FIG. 
4; col. 4) and having opposite directions (FIG. 4 ■12a' & ■12c'). 



As per independent claim 32, Rice discloses an apparatus (FIG. 14) for 

' ' " " '"""'^ °' ' ■ Therefore the rejection as applied to claim 1 is 

included herein. 



As per independent claim 63, Rice discloses a program (FIG. 14 ■214-) for 
performing the method of claim 1. Therefore the rejection as applied to daim 1 is 
included herein. 



Claims 4-29, 35-60 and 66-91 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base daim, but would be allowable i, rewritten in independent fom, Induding all 
of the limitations of the base daim and any intervening daims. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chante Harrison whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3937. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Michael Razavi. can be reached at (703) 305-4713. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington. D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II. 2121 Crystal 
Drive. Arlington. VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 



MATTHEW LUU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



